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In a very few minutes I will be standing at the center door in
the back of this place of worship, shaking hands and greeting a great
many of you—at least I hope that will be the case. You who come
through the line will probably call me by name and, unless you tell me
your names, I will not know who many of you are. Oh, I might
recognize your face—there will be several that I will know. But most
names, I fear, will escape me. And you've told me your names—some of
you many times. It's just that I forget, if I ever really learned
your names, that is. How soon we forget, if ever we learn. It is
good that there are those who will remind us of things that are
important. Otherwise we would likely miss a great deal in this life.

About 700 years before the birth of Christ, a prophet by the name
of Micah preached in a small town of little significance named
Mo'resheth—situated on a fertile plateau about 25 or 30 miles to the
southwest of Jerusalem. The centuries would not be kind to Micah.

Historically, he has been one of the least appreciated of the minor
prophets. A contemporary of Isaiah and Hosea, Micah, and the book
bearing Micah's name, are referred to only rarely in Biblical
commentaries and other scholarly works. Micah is one whose name has
been forgotten. And this obscurity seems due primarily to a lack of
information about him and his writings. But in recent years, Micah
and his writings have seen a new enthusiasm. It seems that Micah's
words were of more depth and value than it was for so long thought.
And I believe that the book of Micah has meaning for us today as well.

This morning's scripture passage is generally recognized as one
of the jewels of Biblical literature, in spite of the traditional
tendency to ignore the book of Micah. And, ultimately, the passage
addresses an important question, "What is true religion?" What is a
religion that will offer us more than the appearance of being a people
of faith? What is a religion that will offer us real spiritual
benefit? But Micah starts by telling of a controversy that God had
with Israel. (The word "controversy" in the Hebraic usage refers to
legal matters. It could be translated: God has a law-suit against
Israel.) This case is not heard in a normal court of law, though. It
is described in momentous terms referring to the hills, to the
mountains and to the very foundations of the earth as the jury. God
is the prosecutor and Israel is the defendant.

God confronts Israel with the facts—God has given them a history
in which God's great works are seen—God's saving acts—the great
leaders brought forth in time of crisis are recalled; Moses, Aaron,
and Miriam. Balaam is remembered, a man who stayed true to his faith
in a time of trial as he met with the warrior king of Moab, named
Balak, an event related to us in the last half of the book of Numbers.

And mention of Israel's survival and victory is made as God reminds
the Israelites of their journey, following the meeting between Balak
and Balaam, that led them across the Jordan River into the Promised
Land and on to Gilgal, where they would wait, eventually to bring down
the walls of Jericho.






