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TEXT: Philippians 3: 13-14 "But one thing I do, forgetting
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies
ahead I press on toward the goal for the prize of the

upward all of God in Christ Jesus."

One of the most interesting and unusual branches of our
human family is that brave and hardy people known as the Eskimos.
For centuries, they have lived where most of us would swear that
no one could. And what's more, they seem to thrive on it. From
Greenland in the east to Siberia in the west, these Mongoloid
people have truly perfected the art of survival in what must
surely be the world's most inhospitable environment. They have
done so by eliminating all but life's absolute essentials and by
making the very most of what they have. And, in a day when our
resources, too, are becoming more and more limited, the rest of
us would do well to learn from them.

On this first Sunday of the new year, one things about the
Eskimos that particularly fascinates me is their attitude toward
the past. In order to survive, the Eskimos have learned never to
carry yesterday's troubles over into today. Two Eskimo hunters
might quarrel, even come to blows, over the division of game they
have taken, but sleep erases their quarrel completely. And the
next morning they will greet each other as brothers. And, if
some outsider were to say, "I thought you two were enemies; you
were fighting yesterday!" they would simply answer, "But that was
yesterday." We, who like to think of ourselves as "civilized"
would do well to do the same.

With that in mind, I would recall your attention to St.
Paul's comment to the Philippians: "One thing I do, forgetting
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I
press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God
in Christ Jesus." What a marvelous attitude toward life! And,
as we get together on this first Sunday of the new year how
appropriate it is.

Now, of course, there are certainly some things we would not
want to forget. Things we dare not forget except at our own
peril. For instance, we do not want to forget the important
lessons we have learned in the past. Where would we be if every
generation had to re-invent the wheel? Albert Einstein is
alledged to have said, "If I have accomplished anything
worthwhile, it is because I have stood on the shoulders of






