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THE JOY OF ACHIEVEMENT

This, for me, is an auspicious occasion. Apart from an
ordination service in which I participated, this is the first
opportunity I have had to stand in this pulpit in which I preached for
24 years and from which I retired. Needless to say, I feel it to be
an honor, a privilege and a blessing.

Lest, however, you conclude that I have been doing nothing during
the intervening three and a half years I have been gone, let me tell
you that in that time I have preached 91 sermons, had 12 weddings, 3
baptisms and 2 funerals. At the same time, I have one great advantage
over Phil Muth; I have no committee meetings to attend, no counseling
to do, no budget to raise. I have all the joy of the ministry without
most of its accompanying burdens and frustrations. And, I can't be
fired.

I want to express my thanks to Phil Muth for extending me this
92nd and 93rd opportunity to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ which
it is my sincere conviction is the only thing that can bring any kind
of healing to this very sick world of ours. The heart of the Gospel
is love. Love came down at Christmas and until you and I and all men
and women everywhere have love, we have nothing. St. Paul, writing
over 1900 years ago, was absolutely right about that.

We have just experienced the joy and the love of Christmas. Some
of you fathers may have had the experience of that one father who had
read the instructions for a newly acquired toy for his son but,
despite numerous efforts, he couldn't assemble it. Finally, gathering
all the various parts and instructions, he took it all to the old
handyman working next door. In a few minutes that person had it
working in perfect condition.

"It's beyond me," said the father, "how you got it together
without reading the instructions."

"Fact is," was the reply, "I can't read, and when a fellow can't
read, he's got to think."

Since being invited to preach here on this first Sunday of
Christmastide, I have been giving a lot of thought to what I might say
that would be of real significance and most helpful to you and to your
possible post-Christmas depression.

I have often wondered why so many people have Christmas and
post-Christmas depression and, although I may not be able to prescribe
a complete cure, I have found a description of the disease which I
would like to share with you:

"The January slump is,

Waiting for the mailman's arrival with dread rather
than anticipation.

Taking flu shots and catching the flu.








