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TEXT: Psalm 46:10 "Be still and know that I am God

I do not know about you, but, for me, those are some of
the most beautiful words ever written. Every time I hear
them, I get shivers up and down my spine. And when I hear
them at Christmas, the thrill is even stronger and more
wonderful than usual. Perhaps that is due, in part, to the
forgotten ooys of some past Christmas. But I am sure that
it is more than that. And I think it is because I have

always recognized, somewhere deep within, that this passage
holds the key to one of life's greatest secrets. And that
is what I want to talk about this morning.

Have you ever wondered why the Christmas angels spoke
only to the shepherds. Why not to others? Why not to the
innkeeper or to the teeming throngs crowding into Bethlehem?
And, even more importantly, why not to us. Why do we never
hear the angels sing. Why do we not hear their message of
"peace on earth, good will toward men"? I think the best
answer can be found in one of T. S. Eliot's poems:

"Where shall the word be found, where will the word
Resound? Not here, there is not enough silence."

D. Bruce Johnson writes, "Silence does not mean
meditating on the words of a good book, although that may be
one of the things we do in the silence. Silence does not
mean reading prayers or even composing our own, although
that also may be of great help. Silence is waiting all
alone for the word of God to come. Only. -in-Jfche silen.ce_c.an
£_d speak. Only in the silence aan man hear. "

Maybe that explains why I get that same kind of shiver
when I read what happened to Elijah's in the 19th chapter of
I Kings: "And behold the Lord passed by, and a great and
strong wind rent the mountains and broke in pieces the rocks
before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after
the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the
earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord
was not in the fire; and after the fire a still voice."
(I Kings 19:11-12)

I am convinced that the shepherds heard what they heard
and saw what they saw because out there on the Judean
hillside there was no noise or confusion to distract them.

The angels did not come to the innkeeper or to the noisy
pilgrims gathered in Bethlehem because there was not enough






