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TEXT: Luke 10:36 "Which of these three do you think proved
neighbor to the man who fell among thieves?"

My sermon this morning may be likened to the story of
three polar bears who were sitting on an iceberg. The father
bear said to the others, "I have a tale to tell." And the
mother bear replied, "I, too, have a tale to tell." But the
little baby bear Just shivered and said, "My tail is told."
Well, my tale this morning is the story of the Good
Samaritan. And it, too, has been told and retold, probably
more than any other scripture. But, well-known as it is,
this parable has so much meaning in it that, if you will
pardon just one more pun, it "bears" repeating.

You may recall that, as Jesus was on his way to
Jerusalem, a certain lawyer questioned him and said,
"Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?"
Apparently he wanted a nice simple answer, one that he could
follow with complete assurance. But instead, in true Semetic
fashion, Jesus answered with another question. He said, in
effect, "You are the expert in the law. How do you interpret
it?" Perhaps he even pointed to the lawyer's wrist or to his
forehead, where every pious Jew wore a little leather box
called a phylactery.

Inside those boxes were miniature scrolls with portions
of the Torah copied on them. And almost certainly one of the
passages included would be Deuteronomy 6:4-5: "Hear, 0
Israel, the Lord, our God, is one Lord, and you shall love
the Lord your God, with all you heart, and with all your
soul, and with all you might." Not only was it the most
sacred verse in the Torah, but it was from this passage that
phylacteries had developed. The verses that follow add, "And
these words which I command you this day shall be upon your
heart .... And you shall bind them as a sign upon your
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes."

At any rate, the lawyer answered that the law is truly
fulfilled by loving God with all one's heart and with all
one's soul and with all one's mind; and one's neighbor as
one's self. The fact that he mentioned that last phrase is a
bit surprising. It, too, comes from the Torah (Leviticus
19:18), but only Jesus seems to have used it in such a
prominent fashion. Perhaps the lawyer had heard of Jesus'








