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TEXT: Ephesians 2:14 "For he is our peace, who has made us
both one, and broken down the dividing wall of

hostility"

One of the striking features of Jesus' preaching was
the way he took the most common events, the things most
familiar to his listeners, and used them as vehicles for his
teaching. By doing so, he made his meaning not only clearer
but also more likely to be remembered. And every time his
listeners saw a farmer sowing grain, or a woman kneading
meal, or a neighbor building a house or a barn, they
remembered the parables he had taught them.

There is no way of knowing, of course, but I have often
wondered if sometimes he even used a familiar bit of music.
He certainly seems to have used dust about everything else.
And I know I have often found just the right words in one of
my favorite hymns. This morning, however, I want to use
something a little more secular.

In 1969 Paul Simon —the musician, not the politician—
wrote a lovely song which he and his partner Art Garfunkel
subsequently made quite famous. The melody is haunting and
beautiful, easily whistled or hummed. But what struck me
most was the vital Christian message lurking within the
words. Not necssarily Christian by intent, but Christian,
just the same. I woul like to share them with you.

"When you're weary, feelin' small,
When tears are in your eyes,
I'll dry them all;
I'm on your side.
Oh, when times get rough
And friends just can't be found,
Like a bridge over troubled water
I will lay me down.
Like a bridge over troubled water,
I will lay me down."

I do not claim that those words are exactly deathless
prose, but they have the advantage of being very familiar,
especially to young people. And I suspect that some of the
younger adults here this morning can probably hum the tune,
at least the last part of it. But, more importantly, just as
Jesus saw messages in the familiar things of his day, I see
in these words a very vital Christian theme








