
John 8:31-36, Matthew 11:28-30 Mark Dunn

"WHAT ABOUT THOSE ELECTIVES?"
October 19, 1986

During this last summer my oldest son, who now is a senior in
high school, came to me with a request. He wanted me to travel with
him to Eau Claire, Wisconsin, to check out the university there.

At first, I thought he was rushing his escape from the family
nest, it's hard to believe that that same child, who a few years ago,
had to be fed, rocked, diapered, and bathed is now thinking of a
college and flying away into the wild blue yonder.

Well, the trip proved to be enlightening and rewarding for both
of us. In talking about the college experience, my memories of those
days flooded my consciousness. Old dad took to reminiscing about the
good old days of term papers, professors and burning the midnight oil.

Much discussion centered around securing an approach to handling
the required courses and the electives You know about those required
courses for each degree. These are the courses where you run up
against at least one professor who eats nails for breakfast instead of
Captain Crunch. I was a resident on the campus of Southeastern
Seminary only two days when the second year students instructed me as
to which professors in New Testament, Old Testament and Church History
had the "Black Plague". These professors instilled in their students
such a sense of terror that there was no way they would be able to
complete the required work.

And the way to soften the task was to secure a few easy
electives. Something like underwater basket-weaving, bird-watching or
some course in which you had a real interest.

In some ways, in this university of life, we, too, are confronted
with the required courses and those which are electives. For the
required, there is no choice, but for the electives, we have a choice.

I. REQUIRED COURSES

Look briefly at the required courses in this university of life.

A) The first one is life itself. We did not choose to be born.
We were not consulted about living at all. We even had no choice
about the place in history we would make our mark.

But now we are here and there isn't anything we can do to stop
living. We have to live. It is required. Some do try to escape.
Someone may say, "I can destroy myself, or I can take my own life."

The answer, of course, is that you can destroy your body and the
temple in which you live. Like a car, you can drive it into a tree,
but you will keep on living. Life doesn't end at death. Jesus said,
•Whoever lives and believes in me shall never die...even though they
die, yet shall they live." Life doesn't end at death. Life is a
required course.










