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TEXT: Psalm 139:23-24 "Search me, 0 God, and know my heart'
Try me and know mythoughtsi And see if there be

any false way in me. . .

I want to begin with a very cordial welcome to our
guests and visitors this morning. In spite of its size, this
is truly a friendly church, and we want you to feel very
much at home here. We especially invite you to join us in
our tail-gate party, which, because of the weather, will be
held in the social hall on the second floor of the church
immediately following the service. And, if there is no local
church where you already feel at home, we encourage you to
come back and worship with us often. While it is not our
style to pressure anyone, we certainly want you to know that
you are very welcome here.

I chose this morning's scripture reading with newcomers
in mind, but I have chosen it for all of us. The purpose of
Visitor's Sunday is to reach out to newcomers, but all of us
can profit by thinking together about what sort of church we
are and what makes us different from the other fine churches

in the area.

I think the best answer I can give to that question is
that, more than most other churches, we Congregationalists
encourage people to be themselves. We urge them to know who
they are and to come to God as jfchgy axe., with no pretenses
whatsoever. In the words of this morning's sermon title, we
encourage them to be honest with themselves and "Honest To
God. "

With that in mind, let me share with you a little story
about a minister friend who was substituting one Sunday
morning in a neighboring church. He began his sermon by
noting that the early settlers often had no glass for the
windows in their cabins and had to use oiled paper as a
substitute. "That is what I am", he said, "a substitute."
Imagine his surprise when one enthusiastic listener came up
to him after church and blurted out, "Oh, Reverend Wells.
You were not just a substitute. You were a real pane!"

I think most of us would have preferred some other way
of saying that. But I am convinced that that is what God
wants all of us to be. Not just a substitute or an imitation

of someone else, but a real pane. Jesus said "The hour








