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•EYE DROPS CLEAR THE EYES"

September 28, 1986

I would like to begin this morning's sermon with some imagery
surrounding a previous experience of mine.

My first full-time job involved a great deal of close work.
This resulted in a degree of eye strain. And the necessary
bright lights, along with irritants in the air, just added
to the eye stress and irritation.

Every morning when I reported for work, my eyes resembled a
road map, drawn with red ink. I know what you are thinking.
Some late night activities caused those filmy red eyes.

However, a pharmacist down the street recommended a certain
kind of eye drops. So, the first thing every morning, I
placed a couple of drops of this eye wash in each eye. This
would burn for a second or two, then the world became
clearer and brighter.

Maybe the disciples needed some of those eye drops. They were walking
and talking with the Master and they didn't even see him.

We don't know why they didn't see him. Could it be, they were up
all night drowning their sorrows. Maybe it was "grief" as the
scripture implies. They were "sad." Probably they were just
preoccupied with all that had happened. For, like the anchormen on
the six o'clock news, they drew this stranger a mental picture of the
events surrounding Jesus. They were just preoccupied with the past
and didn't see the present. They were looking right at him but didn't
see him.

I. SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS

According to the Biblical scholar, Maclean Gilmour, the disciples
suffered from spiritual blindness.

"...it was a desease of the heart...what else now but hearts

that tarried elsewhere, half in shadow, half in light..."
(page 424)

The eyes of the heart for them resembled that "red road map"; all
glazed over and blurry.

How much are we like the disciples? Everyday we look right at
God and we don't see Him. Like picking up a hot frying pan (iron
skillet) that you thought was cold. You were sure you turned the
stove off after frying that chicken. You knew it was cold but the
handle was actually 450 degrees. The pan was hot all of the time,
just as God is there all the time.

We drive to work or shopping each day and see the same things.








