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TEXTS: II Cor. 9:7 "Each must do as he has made up his
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God

loves a cheerful giver."

I have shared quite openly with the Canvas Committee
-that—one"of^ the—problems ina Stewardship-Drive is that we~
are trying to do two different things, and many people may
not see the relationship between them. The Canvas Committee,
of course, is trying to raise the money to fund next year's
activities —and I heartily approve of that. But my chief
concern is to hold before you God's promise of abundant
life. And, specifically, to talk to you this morning about
putting more joy into your life.

I admit quite frankly that I am talking about the "Joy
of Giving." And I realize some may think this is just a
round-about way to ask you to give to our 1987 Budget. But
that is not the case. Certain things, however, are bound
together. I might wish, for instance, that my dentist would
tell me I could have healthy gums and cavity-free teeth
without brushing and flossing. And I might want my
accountant would tell me I can spend all the money I want
and still have plenty left over for retirement. And you know
I would like my doctor to tell me that I can lose weight and
still eat everything I want to eat. But that is not the way
life is. And, whether we like it or not, joy in inextricably
bound to giving.

Some time ago, for instance, I heard a story about the
late Lou Costello. Many of you will probably remember him as
the chubby little comedian who was always being pushed
around and taken advantage of by his partner, Bud Abbot. But
what you may know is that Lou's heart was as big as all
outdoors. And one day, when he, himself was laid up with a
bad back, he saw a newspaper article about a little girl who
desperately needed expensive medical treatment. Not knowing
her, or anything about her except that she needed help, Lou
paid for her treatment out of his own pocket. Now that is
pretty impressive in itself. But even more impressive was
his reply to those who praised his generosity. He said, "I'm
just thankful that I had the money to do it."

What a perfect example of what St. Paul assertion that
"God loves a cheerful giver." Compare that to the attitude
many people exhibit when it comes to the church needs. So








