
Scripture: Psalm 13:1-6 Philip A. Muth

"WHEN BAD THINGS HAPPEN TO GOOD PEOPLE"
(AND WHAT TO DO ABOUT IT)

September 14, 1986

TEXT: Romans 5:3-4 "And not only so, but we glory in
tribulations also; knowing that tribulation worketh
patience; and patience, experience; and experience,

hope."

I suppose most of us have felt like the author of that
Psalm at one time or another. Our troubles may not always be
big ones, but even little ones have a way of piling up on us
till we wonder how much more we can take. Sometimes we feel
like a woman I once heard about who was telling her troubles
to her minister. Trying to cheer her up, the minister said,
"Well, sister, you know, the Lord never sends us more than
we can bear. And she replied, "I know that, Pastor, but
sometimes I wish He didn't think so highly of me.

And most of us probably can relate to the sign on an
army chaplain's door. It said, "If you have troubles, come
in and tell us all about them. If you don't, come in and
tell us how you do it." Like death and taxes, troubles
always seem to be with us, and, by definition, they are
never easy. But they are most difficult to accept when they
come to people who do not seem to deserve them. As Leslie
Weatherhead once wrote:

"The problem of suffering would be far less
poignant if we could show that suffering always
followed the conscious and deliberate breaking of
some rule. What makes the problem so torturing to
many minds is that people suffer for causes which
are not their fault at all."

That was the problem which prompted the book of Job
centuries ago, and, in spite of all our advances, it is
still with us. Some of you are probably familiar with Rabbi
Harold Kirshner's book, When Bad Things Haepen £q Good
People, from which I have taken the title, but not the
substance of this sermon. It was published just three years
after the Kirshner's son died of a rare disease, and, in his
pain and anger, he, too, asks, "Why must the innocent
suffer?" "How can God be God and let that happen?" This
morning I would like to offer some partial answers to those
questions.

I say partial answers for two reasons. First, because I
am not God, and I do not claim to have all the answers. And,
second, because I certainly agree with whoever said, "No one








