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TEXTS: Genesis 3:19 "In the sweat of your face you shall
eat bread till you return to the ground . . . . "

I Cor. 3:9 "For we are fellow workers with God."

Most of us can probably appreciate this story about a
young man who came to his first job interview. The
interviewer began by saying, "So you're looking for work,
are you, Son?" And, with unusual candor, the applicant
replied, "Not really, Sir, but I sure could use the job."
At one time or another most of us have probably known
someone like that. Perhaps we have even felt like that,
ourselves. As someone once said, "Not everyone who seeks a
job is looking for work, and not every one who wants a
promotion is looking for more responsibility."

Mark Twain once defined work as "Something we do in
order to get enough money so we won't have to do it
anymore." And that seems to be the rational behind the
upcoming Labor Day Holiday. Once a year, on the first Monday
in September, we celebrate the virtues of labor by not doing
any. If you stop to think about it, that is about like
celebrating your wedding anniversary by taking separate
vacations.

But we are not the first to have such feelings. This
morning's scripture lesson comes from one of the oldest
parts of the Bible. In this ancient story early man tried to
answer some of life's most difficult questions. "Where did
sin come from?" "Why is there pain in childbirth?" "Why
don't snakes have legs?" But the question that interests me
this morning was probably best put by Alfred Lord Tennyson,
"Ah, why should life all labor be?" Why do we have to work
so hard? Why can we not relax and enjoy life more?

As you have just heard, this story of Adam and Eve
answered that question by saying that hard work is God's
punishment for man's sin. Adam and Eve disobeyed God. Eve's
punishment was pain in childbirth and subservience to her
husband. Adam's was hard labor all of his life. "In the
sweat of your face you shall eat bread till you return to
the ground." Surely there are times when most of us would
agree with that interpretation. Almost any work can seem
like drudgery at times, and most of us are happy enough to
get away from it. By that kind of thinking, Labor Day is a






