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TEXT: Matthew 22:37-40 "...'You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul, and with all your mind.' This is
the great and first commandment. And a second is like it, 'You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.' On these two commandments depend all
the law and the prophets."

One of the frustrating things about life is the way that it seems
to twist us and pull us in so many different directions. If we could
only get up in the morning and have just one thing to do—or even just
one thing at a time—most of us could manage pretty well. But the
problem is that so many of our days aren't like that. From the time
we get up till it is time to go to bed, most of us are beset by a bevy
of conflicting demands, each one clamoring for our undivided
attention.

How often we hear ourselves complaining "I only have two hands!
Let me finish this before you throw something else at me!" Yet, in
spite of that, the telephone and the doorbell too often ring at
precisely the same moment. Or our children ask for help just when the
dinner has to be taken off the stove. Or there are two, or perhaps
even three, important meetings scheduled for the same hour and at
opposite ends of town. And so it goes, day after day, week after
week, until we literally feel that life is disintegrating around us.
And we experience the awful sensation that we, ourselves, are coming
apart at the seams.

If you have ever had a day like that, and who of us has not, then
perhaps you can sympathize with the scribe in today's New Testament
lesson, who asked Jesus, "Teacher, which is the great commandment of
the law?"

The Gospel of Matthew views this question as a hostile one,
intended more as a trap for Jesus than as an honest inquiry. But,
here in Mark's Gospel, we get a very different picture. Mark portrays
the scribe as genuinely interested in Jesus' opinion, and it's really
not hard to see why. Judaism in Jesus' day was a very complicated
thing. It was not just a matter of the Ten Commandments, though even
that is far from simple. But there were other commandments, too. And
each commandment had its interpretations and its interpretations of
interpretations. According to the rabbis, there were 613 commandments
in all, 248 "Thou shalts" and 365 "Thou shalt nots." And since
Judaism was based upon law and judgement rather than grace and
redemption, you can see why this scribe was so concerned.

He was rather like a young man who was in R.O.T.C. with me during
my college days. He was brilliant enough to graduate in only three
years with both a bachelor's and a master's degree. But if it was not
in a book, he did not know it. And one day we were out on the rifle
range, practicing for qualification. Well, after both of us had
fired a half-a-dozen rounds or so, he turned to me and asked, "Hey,
Phil! What are we shooting at?"








