
Scripture: Mark 8:27-37 Philip A. Muth

"THE CONQUEST OF INNER SPACE"
August 10, 1986

TEXT: Mark 8:36 "For what does it profit a man to gain the
whole world and forfeit his life?"

Some time ago I heard a story about a man who was
drafted into the army and soon began to exhibit some very
strange and disconcerting behavior. Wherever he went he
would pick up pieces of paper, look at them, and then say in
a very audible voice, "That's not itJ That's not itJ" After
several months of this bizarre behavior, he was finally
ordered to report to the base psychiatrist. And, as they met
together for the first time, the psychiatrist asked in a
very gentle voice, "What seems to be the problem, Son."

With a baffled expression on his face the soldier
answered, "Problem? What problem? I don't have any problem."
"Well," the psychiatrist said, "there must be something
wrong. I'm told you keep going all over the base, picking up
pieces of paper, and saying, 'That's not it! That's not it!'
Tell me, Son, what are you looking for?"

"I don't know," the soldier replied, "but I oust don't
seem to be able to find it." Well, after several sessions
with not apparent progress, the psychiatrist called the
soldier into his office and said, "I'm not quite sure what
your problem is, but I think it's serious enough that I've
decided to give you a medical discharge." And, when he
handed the soldier his discharge papers, the soldier looked
at them and shouted, "This is it! This is it!"

Well, there may be those here this morning who are like
that soldier, desperately searching for something even
though they do not know exactly what it is. They are only
aware that there is a restlessness in their lives —an

ill-defined longing— that keeps them from that sense of joy
and fulfillment all of us seek but so few ever truly find.

In Greek mythology, there is a story about a gathering
of the gods on Mount Olympus at which they discussed various
ways to hide the secret of happiness from mankind. The gods,
it seems, were jealous of mortals and wanted to keep them
from becoming too powerful. One of the gods suggested that
they hide the secret of happiness on the highest and most
inaccesible mountain, but the others quickly noted that man
is an adventurous sort and sooner or later would climb that
mountain and discover its hidden treasure.








