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As all of us know, since it has been on the news and in the
newspaper, the festivities of the Circus Parade begin today. And the
absenteeism from worship may be due (i.e., the 11:00 A.M. worshipers
at the 9:00 A.M. service), to some making the pilgrimage early this
morning to claim a good place to view the parade. Some of you now may
be sitting on the edge of your seat waiting for this hot wind blowing
from the pulpit to subside so you, too, can join in the festivities.

Since there are some of you here in worship today who might miss
the festivities, I thought it would only be fair if we had a party.
For worship is a broad form of celebration. The praising of God for
His love and mercy. The Psalmist instructed the people of God to:

Rejoice in the Lord, 0 you righteous!
Praise befits the upright.
Praise the Lord with the lyre,
Make melody to Him with the harp of ten strings1
Sing to Him a new song...(Psalm 33:l-3a)

And we have lifted our voices and hearts in songs of praise.

You may have some anxiety as to what we are going to do now. I
promise I'm not going to break out the funny hats, noise makers or the
weird face-masks and turn the worship into a jamboree. Worship is a
quieter, inward form of celebration. It is as William Willamon,
chaplain at Duke Divinity School, who said, "Worship is an integrative
act of the community." (Page 20) However, my thoughts don't truly
center around worship, but the celebrative spirit of our Lord and what
that says to us in living.

I. THE CELEBRATIVE SPIRIT OF JESUS

In the passage that I read, we observe the festive spirit of
Jesus. And what can be more festive than a wedding celebration? The
Biblical scholar, William Barclay, said that "Jesus was perfectly at
home at such an occasion. He was no severe, austere killjoy. He
loved to share in the rejoicing of a wedding feast." (Page 99-100)

As to the gala event, it is a wedding in an obscure country
village. The time is probably during the spring when the hunting
season for brides is in full swing. We don't know the name of the
bride or the groom or even the families involved, except Mary. They
remain nameless to us, but they were certainly known to Jesus.

He received an invitation to the wedding and he accepted with
gladness. I don't think it was out of a sense of duty. It wasn't
this thing of his mother Mary telling him "The Smith's went to your
brother's wedding, so you should go to their's." According to the
outstanding minister, Clovis Chappel, Jesus went because he was
"...keenly interested in the couple." (Page 23) And Jesus was
invited because he fit into such a celebration. Arthur Gossip, in his
commentary on John, said Jesus was invited "...because they wanted him










