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TEXT: Genesis 40:23 "Yet the chief butler did not remember

Joseph but forgot.about him."

As once again we approach the celebration of our
nation's birth, I would like to direct your attention, not
to the things we usually remember, but to something many
would just as soon forget. I would like us to think, not
about the Thomas Jeffersons, or the George Washingtons, or
our other great heroes, but about a man whose very name is
synonymous with treason.

Most of us, of course, remember Benedict Arnold as a
man who betrayed the American cause. But, early in the war,
he was also one of our best and bravest soldiers. He helped
Ethan Allen capture Fort Ticonderoga. His bravery against
the British in Canada and in Connecticut won him a

commission as a major general. And Saratoga, though
seriously ill, he rallied the American forces, and turned
what seemed certain defeat into a* crucial victory.

But that, you see, was the problem. He was so brave and
so successful that he felt he deserved more recognition.
And he was probably right. He came from Connecticut, one of
the smaller and less prominant states, and, one after
another, less competent men with better connections were
promoted over his head. It all seemed so terribly unfair.
But, then, nobody ever promised us a rose garden. And some
of our most important decisions in life may be what we do in
those difficult moments when life seems unfair.

A few minutes ago, for instance, I read from the story
of Joseph. I read only a portion since the whole thing
covers some fourteen chapters, and I have no desire to see
my name in the Guiness Book of Records for the world's
longest scripture lesson. But let me take a minute of two
now to outline the rest of the story.

It all began when Joseph, through no fault of his own,
incurred the wrath of his older brothers. The Bible says

that "Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his
cnildren." What is more, he showed it, giving Joseph special
gifts and special treatment. Naturally his brothers resented
it, and, in their anger, thev sold him to a passing caravan.

Taken to Egypt as a slave, Joseph soon became the chief
servant in the house of Potiphar, Pharaoh's captain of the






