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Let me begin this morning's message with a little clarification
The sermon is not going to be a lecture on insects. Nor is it some
instruction on the birds and the bees.

I do want to bring together an instrument of entertainment and
Christian ethics. For there could be a relationship between
integrity" and the "pin ball machine."n

I. INTEGRITY AND THE PIN BALL MACHINE (Standing on the edge)

Now I know that most of you know what these money eaters are.
Every pool hall, truck stop and local hang-out in years past had at
least one. These were the fore-fathers of the video machines. This
was the relief from boredom during those "Happy Days" of the "duck
tail" and the "Fonz." Whereas for many of you, it is "Pac Man",
"Donkey Kong" and "Pole Position."

However, the pin ball machine had a unique device different from
the video machine.

During the summer months of my last year in high
school, we managed a public swimming pool and recreation
facility. And most of the time when my brother and I got a
chance to hide from the boss, we sharpened our point
gathering skill at a pin ball machine.

You know the object is to keep that little steel ball
bouncing off those critical points to add up points and gain
a free game. To do this, one could shake and lift the
machine just slightly without allowing it to tilt. If it
tilted, a loud buzz would sound and you would lose the game.

But we learned to stay right at the edge of the tilt
buzzer. We even fashioned little pieces of wood to raise
the legs up slightly.

We could play that machine all day staying right at the edge of the
buzzer on one quarter.

How many of us deal with integrity and honesty the same way? We
establish an edge and dwell on it; sometimes stretching the spirit of
integrity a bit. •

But wouldn't it be interesting if we were equipped like a pin
ball machine? Everytime we compromised the truth, a guilty conscience
would trigger a buzzer, which would go off like a fire alarm, in front
of God and everybody.

"I just love that hat you are wearing." BUZZ!

"In five years of regular use, this car has never given me a
minute's trouble." BUZZ1










