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Father. - . . '"

Today is Fathers' Day, which, as someone said, "is just
like Mothers' Day only you don't spend as much." But it is
not like Mothers' Day to me in one important way- I have
often preached about Mothers'Day, I have never felt right
giving father s equal time. Being a father, myself, I think
I have always felt it might seem like bragging. Besides, the
three best comments on fathers have already been done.

One by Paul Harvey says, "A father is a thing that is
forced to endure childbirth without an anesthetic .... A

father never feels worthy of the worship in his child's
eyes. He's never quite the hero his daughter thinks, never
quite the man his son believes him to be, and this worries
him sometimes. So he works too hard to try and smooth the
rough places in the road for those of his own who follow him
. . . . Fathers are what give daughters away to other men
who aren't nearly good enough so they can have grandchildren
who are smarter than anybody's."

Another, from an eight year old's English composition,
says, "He can climb the highest mountain or swim the biggest
ocean. He can fly the fastest plane and fight the fiercest
tiger. My father can do anything. But most of the time he
just carries out the garbage."

The third —and certainly the most flattering— is
found in Luke, chapter 11, verse 2, where Jesus says, "When
you pray, say 'Father . . . .'" What a wonderful father
Joseph must have been for Jesus to have used that term for
God. How loving and caring, how understanding and
compassionate, how strong and protecting. And what high
hopes Jesus must have had for all fathers to use a term
which we might so easily demean.

But enough about that. It is not really fathers that I
want to talk about this morning. Not human ones, at least.
Instead, my sermon is about "The Fatherhood of God"j a theme
I have chosen even though I know there are those for whom it
is a touchy subject. I remember, for instance, standing next
to a young woman at a church meeting and hearing her sing
the Doxology in this revised version:








