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Might we resurrect our minds this resurrection morning by using
our imaginations.

Imagine with me that you are standing in an applicance
dealership. You are there because of a need for a new vacuum
cleaner.

The salesperson points to what he says is the best
machine on the market today. This persuasive person
explains that the suction is so strong in this new vacuum
cleaner that it can pull grape juice stains right out of the
carpet.

Now, he has your interest. You ask about the price and
without flinching an eye, he says, "$500." This includes
all of the attachments. Thinking the price may be a little
high, you ask about a demonstration. But the sales person
tells you that because of the noise level, they can't crank
up the machine, it would disturb the customers.

Now you are becoming a little antsy with a little
doubt. So, you ask about the guarantee. "Can I bring it
back if I am dissatisfied?"

He then points to a sign that reads in big bold
letters: "All sales final; no returns or refunds."

Surely, you will trust the salesperson's word and believe what he says
this fabulous machine will do? You are already imagining yourself
writing out the check. But, I see no one nodding their head in
affirmation. Yes, I see we have some sceptics and some "Doubting
Thomases".

I. I BELIEVE IN DOUBTING

Well, you are also looking at a "Doubting Thomas." If there is
one human experience I believe in, it is the emotion of doubt. It is
the mind of the sceptic which calls us to honesty and integrity. This
is the person at the Deacons1 meetings, who shoots holes in our hot
idea.

One thing we can say about Thomas, the disciple, is that he was
honest. The Biblical scholar, Arthur Gossip, said that Thomas had a
"doggedly honest mind." (Page 799) He had the integrity to look into
the eyes of the other ten disciples and say:

"Unless I see on his hands the print of the nails, and
place my fingers in the mark of the nails and place my hand
in his side, I will not believe."

William Barclay said Thomas "absolutely refused to say that he
understood what he did not understand or believed what he did not

believe." (Page 276)

Thomas wasn't a person who would rattle off a creed during
worship without thinking. He had to understand and claim a truth as
his own. He would have believed Tennyson when he wrote:

"There lives more faith in honest doubt,








