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Most of us probably remember the once popular T.V. program "I've
vaut A Secret". It was on for many years. Maybe it was the secret
mystery of the guest and how the panel of detectives got themselves
into trouble trying to guess his secret, that made it popular.

You might not be aware of this but one of our former
presidents was once a guest on this program. Jimmy Carter
was then governor of that great state of Georgia and that
was his secret.

I don't remember if the group of panelists discovered
Mr. Carter's secret. I do know, however, the panelists
didn't discover his real secret. He wanted to be president
of the United States.

Mr. Carter had his secret and we have ours. Six months before his
crucifixion, Jesus played "I've got a secret" with his disciples.
Peter answered and said to him, "Thou art the Christ." Jesus "warned
them to tell no one about him", (verse 30)

I. THE MESSIANIC SECRET

Jesus' injunctions to secrecy have been the subject of debate
among Biblical scholars for years. In spite of all this arguing,
Jesus obviously had reasons for keeping his identity a secret. When
he healed the man of leprosy (Mark 1:43), the man who couldn't hear or
speak (Mark 7:36), and the man who was blind (Mark 8:26), Jesus had
reasons why he commanded them to be quiet and keep it a secret.

Jesus had reasons for informing the disciples that some of his
teaching was for their "private illumination and not the crowds'."
But why did Jesus try to keep his identity a secret? According to the
Dictionary of New Testament Theology, he was concerned for those who
were healed. He wanted to discourage misleading ideas and, I think,
slow down his popularity. (Page 507)

a) Jesus was concerned for those whom he healed because he
understood people too well. He knew about our need to be entertained
and how gullible we can be.

In 30 A.D., they had their religious peddlers of religion just
like we have now. People without integrity or scruples. Could you
imagine a religious peddler finding out God had healed someone of
blindness or leprosy? There would be a stampede to see who could
create the first carnival sideshow. Then, as Bo Turner, a religious
writer from Georgia said once, they would take money from "widows and
little children, promising the blessings of God." (Page 6) Jesus
asked that his healings be kept secret because he wanted to protect
those he healed.

b) Secondly, Jesus kept his identity secret because he wanted to
discourage misleading ideas. The Jewish people of that day, as we all
know, hoped for a Messiah. Jesus was that Messiah, but his character








