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TEXT: Nehemiah 2:18 "...And they said, 'Let us rise up and build."*

I chose this story of Nehemiah for our scripture reading because
it has an important message. That message is for all of us, but I
direct it especially to you young people who have just been confirmed.
And I think I want to begin by posing this riddle, "What did Nehemiah,
Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Chicago Bears all have in common?"
Let me ask that again so you get it clearly in mind. "What did
Nehemiah, Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Chicago Bears all have in
common?"

The answer is "They all had a dream." Not the same dream, of
course, but they all had dreams that moved them to accomplish more
than most people even try. It does not matter whether you share their
dreams. That is not the point. The point is that they were able to
do more than most others, not so much because they had greater talent
and greater abilities, but because they dreamed greater dreams.

The Chicago Bears dreamed of winning the Super Bowl. We shall
see next Sunday whether they do or not, but at least they will be in
it. And you probably know that Martin Luther King, Jr., in his most
famous address, constantly repeated the phrase, "I Have a Dream."
That dream inspired millions to work peacefully for racial equality.
Anyone who remembers, or has even read about, the terrible race riots
in places like Detroit and Washington, D.C. after World War I can be
grateful for that word "peacefully."

But let me tell you a little about Nehemiah. Nehemiah was a Jew
who lived about 2,500 years ago in the capital of Persia. He lived
there because, over a century earlier, Jerusalem had been destroyed by
the Babylonians, and many of its people had been taken away as
hostages. When the Persians conquered Babylon, some of those Jews
returned home, but many just stayed on in their now familiar
surroundings. Nehemiah's father was one of those who stayed, but even
when Nehemiah became rich and powerful, he never lost interest in his
homeland of Palestine. One day a relative from Jerusalem visited
Nehemiah and told him of the poverty and oppression of his people, all
because there was no wall to protect them from the attacks of
neighboring tribes. When he heard that, Nehemiah broke down and wept.
They he prayed. And, as he prayed, he became convinced that he was
the one who should make the situation right.

So you see, you had better be careful what you pray for. God may
call you to provide the answer for your own prayers. At least that is
what happened to Nehemiah. So he went to Artaxerxes, the king of the
Persians, and asked permission to go to Jerusalem and to rebuild the
city wall. It was a hard and dangerous task because their enemies did
not want Jerusalem to have that kind of protection. And once the work
started, the surrounding tribes did everything they could to stop it.
But Nehemiah refused to be distracted. Even when his enemies said,
"Come on, let's talk about it", Nehemiah replied, "I am engaged in a
great work, and I cannot come down!" Finally, the wall was rebuilt
with strong gates that could be closed in time of danger, and
Jerusalem became safe and prosperous once more. All because Nehemiah
had a dream.








