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TEXT: Genesis 12:9 "And Abraham journeyed on toward the
Negeb."

There is something terribly -frustrating about this
morning's scripture reading. It bothers me when I read it,
and I am sure it must have bothered Abraham as he 1ived it.
The story begins as God appears to Abraham at Haran and
makes o-f him what seems to us an almost impossible demand.
"Go -from your country and your kindred and your -father's
house to the land that I will show you."

Let us pause -for just a moment to let the enormity of
that command sink in. At seventy—five, Abraham was no longer
a young man. I think it is sa-fe to assume that he was
neither as vigorous not as adventurous as he had once been.
Furthermore, he lived in an age when travel was both
di-f-ficult and extremely dangerous. Everything one possessed
would have to be loaded on beasts o-f burden each morning and
unloaded again each evening. Those who could, probably
walked, but even those who rode must have -found the physical
demands of travel exhausting- They had to carry all their
-food and drink with them, -for there were no road—side
restaurants in which to eat or -filling stations where one
could get a drink o-f water or buy a bottle o-f pop. The sun,
the sand, the flies, the odor and noise of the animals, plus
the ever—present danger of bandits and siave—catchers —all
conspired to restrict travel as much as possible.

Yet God called Abraham to leave his friends, his
family, everything that was familiar to him, and to
undertake the difficulties and dangers of a long journey
without even knowing where he was to go. All Abraham knew
was that it was God who called him, that when he got there
God would let him know, and that God would go with him and
support him along the way. How many of us would accept such
a challenge —even in our day of speedy and convenient
travel? But Abraham —with a faith that his friends must

have considered lunacy— obeyed God's call, apparently
without hesitation.

He packed up all his possessions and started out, along
with his wife, Sarah and his nephew, Lot. They journeyed on
day after day for who knows how long, until at last they
reached the land of Canaan, where God appeared once more and
told him that this was their destination. Now, if this had
been some Hollywood movie, Abraham would have settled down,
built his home, and lived there happily ever after. Surely








