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TEXT: Genesis 21:19 "And God opened her eyes,
and she saw a well of water."

This reading from the book of Genesis tells of a story that almost
ended in tragedy. But for the grace of God, both Hagar and her son,
Ishmael, might well have perished, victims, not so much of the desert, as
of Hagar's own fears.

Unfortunately, the whole story is much too long for one scripture
lesson, but let me take just a moment to summarize it for you. As some of
you may recall, Abraham and Sarah had long been childless. And in their
day, that was considered a great tragedy, a source of shame and
embarrassment. So, finally, in her desperation, Sarah suggested that
Abraham produce an heir through her slave girl, Hagar.

In that way, Abraham got the son he'd always wanted, and everyone,
including Sarah and Hagar, seemed satisfied with the arrangement. But then
a strange thing happened. Though well past the normal child-bearing years,
Sarah now had a son of her own. And she didn't want her Isaac to share his
inheritance with Ishmael.

"Send them awayl" she cried, in a way that always reminds me of the
Queen of Hearts in Alice In Wonderland. And Abraham, having been reassured
by God, reluctantly agreed. Giving them food and water for their journey,
he started them out on the long and dangerous trek toward Egypt.

After awhile, however, Hagar and Ishmael became lost and wandered
about in the desert till water and strength were gone. Then, with death
close at hand, Hagar had just enough presence of mind to put Ishmael into
some shade before stumbling off to die. Too frightened and too distraught
to think clearly, she made no attempt to find water, no effort to go for
help. She didn't even pray. Instead, like a bird held spellbound by a
snake, she just sat there and waited to die.

All this, in spite of the fact that nearby there was a well—with its
life-giving water. But Hagar, in her panic, never saw it. And so,
disabled by her fears, she and her son almost perished. Only when God sent
an angel to calm her fear could Hagar see the well that saved their lives.

Now, this is a very old story, much of which falls strangely on modern
ears. The casual acceptance of slavery, the heartless treatment of Hagar,
and the angel's arrival at just the right moment may all be hard for us to
accept. But in spite of such problems, this ancient tale offers an
important lesson for today's Christian. And that's what I want to share
with you this morning.

You see, in spite of many obvious differences, you and I are much like
Hagar. Like her, we too, sometimes find ourselves wandering in the
wilderness. For us, of course, it's not often a real desert. For us, the
wilderness has names like guilt, confusion, loneliness, fear, and grief.
And facing all of us is that vast, uncharted wilderness called 1986. But
whatever it's called, for many of us there comes a time when we, too, feel
lost and uncertain. When we don't know where we're going, or how to get






