
Luke 2:1-14 Philip a'. Muth

PEACE ON EARTH

December 22, 1985

TEXT: Luke 2:14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace among men, whom He loves.'"

I will probably never be able to read this passage
without chuckling about something that happened when I was a
young minister in my -first church. It was a kind of
middle-sized church, large enough to have a nice choir, but
not so large as to have much money in the music budget. So
my first Christmas there, our choir director, decided to
write his own cantata. He combined some Christmas music we

already had with appropriate scripture passages, and then
gave the whole thing to his -father-in-law to be typed.

For weeks the choir practiced the music, but I never
saw the script I was to narrate until the -final rehearsal.
And I nearly broke up when I saw this passage because this
is what it said: "And there were in the same country,
shepherds, abiding in the -fields, keeping watch over their
clocks by night." Ever since, I have had a hard time keeping
a straight -face when I read that passage.

In spite of that experience, however, I feel a great
sense of awe and wonder when I read those words. Not only
are the beautiful, but they also have a very special power
to touch the human soul. Particularly beautiful —and
especially touching— is that proclamation of the heavenly
chorus: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace for
mankind, whom God loves."

There is no better summary Christianity than that.
Glory to God, and peace among men. That is God's challenge.
A challenge, by the way, that precisely parallels the great
commandment: "'You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.
This is the great and first commandment. And a second is
like it. 'You shall love your neighbor as yourself.'" "Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace for mankind, whom
God loves."

Whether real shepherds actually heard those words, we
shall never know. Were there really angels? Or was it just
a vision? Or even poetic license? Whatever it was, those
words have played an important part in Christian worship
throughout the ages. We find them, for instance, in a series
of canticles appended to the Psalter in some of the very
earliest Christian manuscripts. And the more liturgical
churches have included some variation of them in their








