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Text: I Peter 2:16 "Live as -free men, yet without using your
•freedom as a pretext -for evil; but live

as servants of God."

Once again the special candles on the altar remind us
that this is the Advent season- And during these weeks of
preparation, I am preaching about the delusions and
misconceptions that crowd Christ out of our lives. Crowd him
out just as effectively as he was crowded out of that inn at
Bethlehem nearly two thousand years ago. Last Sunday, I
spoke about delusions of goodness —those strange
misconceptions that tell us either that we are good, thus
leading us into pride, or that we ought to be good, thereby
filling us with guilt. And I tried to point out the truth
that sets us free. The Old Testament truth that all of us,
in one way or another, are sinners, which, if we accept it,
frees us from pride. And the New Testament truth that we are
also forgiven, which, if we believe it, frees us from guilt.
This morning I want to move on and speak about another
common misconception, our delusions of freedom.

Let us begin by admitting that all of us want to be
free. Deep within the human heart there is a universal
longing, which can be penned up for a while —sometimes for
a very long while— but which can never really be conquered.
As the late President, John F. Kennedy, once said, "The most
powerful single force in the world today is neither the
H-bomb nor the guided missile— it is man's eternal desire
to be free and independent." Certainly you and I can
understand that. All Americans have been born and bred to

freedom. And no one craves it more than Congregationalists.

But, like any other powerful force, freedom is a mixed
blessing. Properly channelled and wisely applied, it can be
a great good. But, unbridled, it can be as destructive as
any power known. Andre Bide once wrote, "To know how to free
oneself is nothing; the arduous thing is to know what to do
with one's freedom." Or, to quote Mark Twain, "It is by the
goodness of God that in our country we have three
unspeakably precious things: freedom of speech, freedom of
conscience, and the prudence to practice neither of them."

Unfortunately, that prudence seems to be disappearing.
Indeed, it may be all but gone. We have forgotten St Paul's
warning, "All things are lawful unto me, but all things are
not expedient. All things are lawful for me, but I will not
be enslaved by anything." (I Corinthians 6:12) Somehow we
seem to feel that we are almost obliged to say or do a thing








