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TEXT: Ephesians 2:18 "So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners,
but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the
household of God. ..."

This is a great day in the life of our church. This morning
twenty-seven men and women have indicated their desire to be a part of our
fellowship. They have joined with us in "owning" our covenant, and we have
welcomed them into our midst, promising as we did so to "renew our pledge
to God and this Church." Then, after they had been given the right hand of
fellowship, I said to them on your behalf, "So then you are no longer
strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God." I want to take that statement as my theme
this morning because itfs a good deal more than mere liturgy. It is a very
intentional statement about what the church is at its best and what I
believe this church is continually striving to be.

In the ancient world, when the book of Ephesians was written, every
city had three types of residents: strangers, sojourners, and citizens. And
each had its own set of rights. Strangers were those who were just passing
through, and they had no rights other than what we would call police
protection. Sojourners, on the other hand, were more or less permanent
residents, not unlike people today who live and work overseas for extended
periods of time. Since they stayed long enough to make friends and to enter
into a variety of relationships, they had more rights than the strangers,
but they were not citizens. And in all probability, they never would be.

Some years ago my mother lived on Cape Cod, and one day at her church
circle meeting they were discussing what it took to be considered a native.
One elderly woman, whose husband had been president of the local bank and
who was probably the wealthiest and most socially prominent lady present
said, "Well, I came here as a bride fifty years ago, and they still call me
•That Foreign Woman.'"

And some of you were at Gorham, Maine, this summer for the annual
meeting of our national fellowship. You will, no doubt, remember the
humorist, Tim Sample, who referred to his ninety year old neighbor, saying,
"Of cawse he aint no native. Ah happen ta know thet he was at least six
months old befaw he evah set foot in the state of Maine." Well, in ancient
times, things were a lot like that. Anyone with money enough to travel
could be a stranger. And most people could stay long enough to become
sojourners. But only a very few ever qualified as citizens.

But the author of Ephesians says to his readers, "But now in Christ
Jesus, you who once were far off have been brought near . . . you are no
longer strangers or sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints
and members of the household of God." And thatfs what we say to you who








