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There is an old Indian folk tale about a man named Rahmad, who one day
was seen searching desperately in the dirt around his little hut. Wanting
to be helpful, his friends and neighbors began to search with him. After
searching for some time without finding anything, one of them finally
asked, "Rahmad, what is it that you have lost?" "I have lost my silver
ring," he answered, "and I must find it." "Well," asked his friend, "where
were you when you lost it?" "Oh," replied Rahmad, "I was over there inside
my hut." "But, Rahmad," his friend objected, "if you lost your ring inside
your hut, why are you looking out here?" And Rahmad answered, "because the
light is much better out here."

A silly little story, perhaps, but it illustrates an important point.
If you want to find something, you have to look in the right place. It does
no good to look elsewhere just because it's more convenient. That might
seem so obvious that it doesn't even to need to be said, and yet experience
tells us otherwise. In theory we may know that we have to look in the right
place, but in practice we often find ourselves looking elsewhere just the
same.

We had an illustration of that in this morning's scripture lesson. The
events recorded there took place shortly after the feeding of the five
thousand. And, deeply impressed by that miracle, the crowd wanted to
proclaim Jesus as their king. But Jesus knew that his kingdom was not of
this world and quietly withdrew, making his way across the lake to
Capernaum. Not to be put off, however, the crowd followed him, and, in a
rather lengthy confrontation, Jesus accused them of doing so only for the
sake of the food. "Do not labor for food that perishes," he said, "but for
the food that endures unto eternal life." Then he made this amazing claim:
"I am the bread of life; he who comes to me shall not hunger, and he who
believes in me shall never thirst." And as they argued among themselves as
to what he meant, he repeated. ."I am the living bread which came down from
heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever."

When they heard that, many of his would-be-followers were
disappointed. So disappointed that they began to desert him. And, as the
crowd dwindled away, Jesus looked at the twelve and asked, "Do you wish to
go away, too?" Then Simon Peter, impetuous as ever, yet with rare insight,
answered, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
. . ." If you want to find something, you have to look in the right place.

But, you see, that is just what the crowd did not want to do. They
wanted to look where it was convenient and pleasant. They wanted to find
the answers to all their problems in Jesus, the miracle worker; in Jesus






