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TEXT: Acts 9:25 "But his disciples took him by night and let him down
over the wall, lowering him in a basket."

All of us want to be needed, to feel that somehow it makes a
difference whether we have lived or not. Victor Frankl, the famous Vienese
psychiatrist, calls this the will to meaning. But whatever you call it,
most people want to feel that, when all is said and done, they have
accomplished something with their lives. We do not have to have wealth, or
fame, or even comfort, in order to be happy. But when we look back over our
lives we want to be able to say, nI made a difference. Perhaps I did not
do everything I wanted or thought I would, but my life counted for
something." I know I want that. And I am convinced that you want it, too.
And that is one reason why I think the Bible is so important.

The Bible has many values, of course. It certainly contains some of
the world's greatest literature. The book of Job, for instance, is taught
in college literature classes all over the country. And then there is the
lyric poetry of the Psalms. Not just the 23rd Psalm so beloved by all of
us, but also the 19th, "The heavens are telling the glory of God, and the
firmament proclaims His handiwork." Or the 42nd, "As a hart longs for
flowing streams, so longs my soul for Thee, 0 God." Or the 139th, "Whither
shall I go from Thy spirit or whither shall I flee from Thy presence? If I
ascend to heaven, Thou art there 1 If I make my bed in Sheol, Thou art
therel" If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts
of the sea. Even there Thy hand shall lead me, and Thy right hand shall
hold me."

And outside of the Psalms there are other passages so majestic in
thought and wording that I get shivers up and down my spine whenever I read
them. Passages like the 20th chapter of Exodus, "I am the Lord, thy God,
Who hath brought you up out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage. Thou shalt have no other Gods before me." Or the 5th chapter of
Amos, "Let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an
ever-flowing stream." Or the 4th chapter of Micah, "And they shall beat
their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation
shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any
more." And the 23rd chapter of Luke, "Father, forgive them, for they know
not what they do."

The Bible also contains some of the most exciting and heroic
adventures one could ever hope to read. Stories of Moses, and Deborah,
Sampson, and David, John the Baptist, Peter, and Paul. Real men and real






