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TEXT: Mark 12:30-31 n,...You shall love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all
your strength.1 The second is this, 'You shall.love your neighbor
as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these."

One of the unhappy realities of the Christian life is that our actions
rarely measure up to our words. We talk a great deal about love, for
instance—love for God and love for our fellow human beings, as in this
passage from which I have just read. Yet even the most charitable observer
would have to admit that we too rarely practice such love in our day to day
lives.

Except for a few special moments, our love is more often notable for
its mediocrity than for anything else. Or consider, if you will, the
matter of service. Theologians, as well as theologically literate lay
people, often speak of the Suffering Servant, a concept described so
beautifully in the 42nd chapter of Isaiah, but the truth is that most
Christians and most churches, rather infrequently serve and almost never
suffer, at least not if they have anything to say about it. We honor
Jesus' words: "Greater love than this hath no man, that he lay down his
life for his friends." But in practice, the chief motivation both of our
churches and of their individual members is usually the same principle of
self-preservation that is practiced by most of our non-Christian brothers
and sisters.

How do you account for that? Are we Christians just a bunch of
phonies? Whether we like it or not, that's what many people think.
Many—especially the young and idealistic—look at the disparity between
what we practice and what we preach and see the church as a gigantic fraud,
church members as hypocrites, and the clergy as the phoniest of them all.
I am sure that most of us would disagree, but then how do we account for
the vast difference between our theory and our practice? Why don't we love
the way we should?

Certainly it's not because we don't know any better. For as long as
most of us can remember, we have heard the demands of Scripture. "'Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and
with all thy mind, and with all thy strength.' This is the first and
greatest commandment. And the second is like unto it. 'Thou shalt love
thy neighbor as thyself.'" "By this shall all men know that you are my
disciples, if you have love one for another.'" We have read those words
over and over again. We've heard sermons about them till we may even be a
little tired of them. If we do not live that way very much of the time,
it's not because we don't know any better.

Nor is it because those words are just an unrealistic and impossible
dream. The kind of love that Jesus talked about is admittedly difficult,
sometimes very difficult, but it's not impossible. And nothing in the
Bible in any way implies that Jesus thought of them as anything but
realistic and practical. If we don't live up to them, it's not because we






