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There is a story about a man who was afraid to fly. After much
persuasion, he consented to a brief flight around the area. When the plane
landed, he met his friend who said, "Seel That wasn't so bad. You got
back safely, didn't you?" "Yes," replied the man, "but to tell you the
truth, I never did put my full weight down in that thing."

The fear of flying is but one of the many fears people face today.
And I think, if we are honest about it, we will admit that fear is a
reality with which we all have to deal. While it may not be the fear of
flying, it may be the fear of doing the wrong thing, or fear of doing
nothing at all. It may be the fear of being hurt or of losng or of being
rejected or of confronting an enemy or of becoming sick and dying. The
many fears we face are too innumerable to list.

Often we become fearful of other people, especially those we do not
know. Our world is full of strangers—we often don't know the people who
live on the same street as we do, or who work for the same firm, or in the
case of a large church like ours, when we don't even know all those we
worship with, it is very easy to become fearful of the stranger. Many, we
might even say most, strangers in this world can easily become the victim
of our fearful hostility. But I think it is possible for men and women,
and I believe an obligation for Christians, to offer an open and hospitable
space where strangers can cast off their strangeness and become our fellow
human beings. This movement from hostility to hospitality is hard and full
of difficulties. Our society seems to be increasingly full of fearful,
defensive, aggressive people anxiously clinging to their property and are
inclined to look at their surrounding world with suspicion, expecting an
enemy to suddenly appear and do them harm. But still, it is central to the
people who proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord of their lives to invite the
stranger—the enemy—into the free and fearless space where brotherhood and
sisterhood can be formed and fully experienced.

I have used the word "hospitality" here to describe the image in which
the stranger can become friend. At first a word like hospitality might
evoke the image of soft, sweet kindness, tea parties, bland conversations
and general atmosphere of coziness. There is good reason for this since in
our culture the concept of hospitality has lost much of its power and is
often used in circles where we are more prone to expect a watered down
piety than a serious search for authentic meaning. But still, if there is
any concept worth restoring to its original depth and potential, it is the
concept of hospitality. To understand hospitality in this new way can
offer us a new dimension to our understanding of a healing relationship and
the formation of a creative community in a world so visibly suffering from
alienation and estrangement.

The term hospitality, therefore, should not be limited to its literal
sense of receiving a stranger in our homes—although it is important never
to forget or neglect thatl—but as a fundalmental attitude toward our
fellow human beings, which can be experienced in a variety of ways.

Although it belongs to the core of the Christian faith to reach out to
strangers and invite them into our lives, it is important to clearly








