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TEXT: Ephesians 2:8-10 "For by grace you have been saved through faith,
and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God—not because of works
lest any man should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus for good works which God prepared that we should walk in them."

One of the things I have discovered over the years is that most people
seem to have a favorite Scripture passage. Perhaps it's one they learned
as a child in a day when Sunday Schools stressed memory verses more than
they do today. Or perhaps it is a passage that was special to a parent or
a spouse. Maybe it is the only passage they can remember. But whatever
the reason, that passage stands out for them in a very special way.

In my own case, there are quite a few verses like that. As a
minister, I deal with the Bible all the time. And the more I read it, the
more special places I discover. This morning I would like to share one of
those places with you. It's found in the book of Ephesians, sometimes
called the "Queen of the Epistles." These six chapters, which Coleridge
called "the divinest composition of man,11 are well worth reading, though
scholars will argue whether St. Paul actually wrote them. And in the
second chapter, verses eight through ten, we have this precious little gem:

"For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this
is not your own doing, it is the gift of God—not because of
works lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works which God prepared before
hand that we should walk in them."

I think what I like best about these words is that they give us such
an excellent summary of our Christian faith. And that is important. If
you ask a Communist what he believes in, he will almost certainly be able
to tell you. But most Christians cannot do the same. Some time ago, I
heard the story of a time when Calvin Coolidge went to church by himself
because his wife was sick. When he got back home, she asked him what the
minister had preached about. And he answered, "Sin." "Well, for heaven's
sake, what did he say about it?" Mrs. Coolidge asked. Coolidge replied,
"He was agin' it." Now that makes a good story, but it offers a poor
foundation for a living faith. And what I like about these two verses from
Ephesians is that they reduce the whole gospel into three easily remembered
ideas.

The first is that we have been saved from something. Theologians call
it "sin", and it is very real and very dangerous. I realize, of course,
that we Congregationalists do not like to talk about sin, much less about
•being saved." Our more conservative brethren have used those terms so
often and, to many of us, so distastefully, that when we hear that kind of
language, we get uncomfortable and look for the door. But the reality of
sin does not depend upon our tastes. And any honest look at Christianity
has to take sin seriously. Even some psychiatrists are finding a place for
the concept of sin in their thinking. Some of you, for instance, may have
read Dr. Karl Menninger's book, Whatever Happened to Sin, in which he
laments our tendency to think of all misdeeds either as crimes or as
sickness, if we are to be healthy, either psychologically or






