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TEXT: John 8:39 n If you were Abraham's children, you would
do the works of Abraham."

Today is a day of special memories, both for this church and
for this community; This afternoon, at 4:15, we host an
ecumenical worship service marking the 150th birthday of this
city.- Whether we live in Wauwatosa or not, surely all who love
this church can rejoice in that. We are the oldest church in the
city, and, for 143 years, its destiny and ours have been closely
intertwined. This afternoon we celebrate that.

But this is also the Sunday closest to July 4th, the 209th
anniversary of the founding of our country. And that's important
to us, too—both as Americans and as Congregationalists. Many
people made their contribution to our nation's early history, but
I would certainly agree with the twentieth century French writer,
Andre Siegfried, who wrote, "If we wish to understand the real
sources of American inspiration, we must go back to the English
Puritanism of the seventeenth century." So this afternoon we
celebrate the founding of Wauwatosa, but this morning I would
direct your thoughts back beyond 1835 to Thursday, July 4th,
1776.

As most of you know, on that day, in Philadelphia, the
Second Continental Congress voted to adopt what we call the
Declaration of Independence. Hear again its famous opening
words.

"We hold these truths to be self-evident. That
all men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of
Happiness. That to secure these rights, Governments
are instituted among men, deriving their just powers
from the consent of the governed. That whenever any
form of government becomes destructive of these ends,
it is the Right of the people to alter or to abolish
it, and to institute new Government, laying its
foundation on such principles and organizing its powers

- in such form as to them shall seem most likely to
effect their Safety and Happiness."

Those are famous words. No doubt, some of you memorized
them in school as I did. And, perhaps, they send chills up and
down your back as they do mine. But they are not the most
important words in that Declaration.

Magnificent though they are, they are, nevertheless,
eclipsed by the sentence with which that document ends. "And for
the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the
Protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other
our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor. "• It may be the
lofty sentiments in the glorious opening paragraph that capture






