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TEXT Matthew 28:17 "And when they saw him, they worshiped him;
but some doubted."

One of the really refreshing, but sometimes disconcerting,
things about young children is that they generally say exactly
what they think. That kind of candor can be threatening to
adults, who, by and large, are not used to it. But we can profit
from it just the same, because children often tell us not only
what they are thinking, but also what many adults may be thinking
and are too embarrassed to admit.

Take, for instance, the little boy whose mother asked him
what they had talked about in Sunday School. The lad replied that
they had talked about the Exodus, which he then proceeded to
describe in this fashion.

"When the Jews were escaping from Egypt, they got trapped
between Pharaoh's army and the Red Sea. So Moses got on his
walkie talkie and ordered an artillery barrage to keep Pharaoh's
tanks tied up until the engineers could build a pontoon bridge
across the water. Then the Jews crossed over the bridge, and when
Pharaoh's tanks tried to follow, Moses radioed for air support to
bomb the bridge and send the tanks to the bottom of the sea."

As you can probably imagine, the boy's mother was quite
surprised by that explanation, and she asked suspiciously,
"Johnny, is that really the way your teacher told the story?"
"Gosh no" the little boy replied, "but, Ma, if I told it the way
she did, you'd never believe it. n

Now—whether he knew it or not—that young skeptic probably
represented a rather considerable segment of today's society.
Many people today find that they do not—and, indeed,
cannot—accept certain Biblical descriptions or theological
concepts. Perhaps they don't believe that God really created the
universe in six twenty-four hour periods, or that Noah really
built an ark the size of the one described in Genesis, or that
Jonah could really have been swallowed by a great fish and live
for three days in its stomach. Perhaps they have doubts about the
Virgin birth or they do not really see how Christ's death on the
cross can relieve them of their guilt, or they do not really
believe that the world will end in the way described in the book
of Revelation. Perhaps sometimes they even wonder if there really
is a God.

From time to time they must envy the unquestioning faith of
some relative or neighbor. They may listen to Billy Graham or
Oral Roberts and wish that they could believe that life was
really that simple. Perhaps they covet the faith of a William








