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TEXT: John 7:10 n. . . I came that they may have life, and have
it abundantly.

I don't think a year goes by that someone doesn't ask me if
I believe in life after death. Usually it is someone who has been
recently bereaved and needs reassurance that the one they love is
not completely gone. As you might guess, I take that question
very seriously because, at that moment, it's probably the most
important question in the world. But this morning I would like us
to consider a somewhat different question. One that is just as
important and, for most of us, much more immediate. I would like
us to consider the question, "Is there.life after birth?"

I realize, of course, that to some of you that question
might seem a bit absurd. Certainly there is life after birth!
The very fact that we're here to talk about it proves that. And
yet, the question is not as silly, nor the answer as obvious, as
one might suppose. The word, "life" has several meanings,
meanings so different that New Testament Greek had entirely
different words for them. And it is important that we know which
one we're talking about.

For instance, there's the word, psyche, from which we get
our word, "psychology." In Greek psyche was the word that meant
one's physical existence. It is the word John used when he wrote
that Jesus said, "Greater love has no man than this, that a man
lay down his life for his friends." That is, that he give up his
very existence. Much of the time that is what we mean when we
speak of life, and, if we plug that meaning into my sermon
question, the answer is certainly obvious. Of course there is
existence after birth.

But sometimes when we talk about "life" we don't mean mere
existence. We mean a quality of life that makes existence worth
while. We mean LIFE with capital letters. And we know that
existence and LIFE are not necessarily the same. There can be no
LIFE without existence, to be sure, but it is altogether possible
to exist without really living. We see that sometimes in the
lives of the elderly. Many older people live wonderful lives, but
unfortunately many do not. And one of the greatest challenges
facing society today is how to prolong LIFE as long as existence.
Perhaps some of you young people who were confirmed this morning
will one day be involved in trying to find answers to that
problem.






