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Very few persons move through life without experiencing some
loneliness. George Buttrick, the famous preacher, told of a man
taking a ship from Liverpool to New York.

As the ship pulled up the anchor, there were
people everywhere. From the docks and the ship,
itself, people were waving and throwing kisses at each
other.

One man on the ship had no one to say goodbye to.
In his loneliness, he quickly ran down the gangplank.
There was a little boy watching the spectacle. The man
ran up to the boy and asked him his name. "Bill" was
the boy's reply.

"Well, Bill", said the man, "you are my friend,
and here is some money. Wave to me when the ship pulls
out of the dock."

As the ship pulled away, the little boy waved a
white handkerchief at the man. (p. 327)

One man's loneliness was deferred for a moment. Here is one

person's reaction to the experience of loneliness.

Loneliness is an experience that can take us by surprise.
One author refers to it as an undercurrent. A swift current that
can pull one into the sea of danger. Loneliness looms over us
like a rolling rain cloud, ready to drop a downpour. (Proclaim,
p. 180)

Sociologists describe us today as "the lonely crowd". Never
before in history have people lived so close together and yet
felt so far apart. Elizabeth O'Conner in her book, Search for
Silence, told of a small sharing group in which each confessed
his fears. The fear of failure was almost unanimous among the
group. But at a deeper level, they discovered this was really
the fear of being alone. For, "in failure was the terrible
possibility of being cut from friends." (p. 18)

Our world has been shrunk by the jumbo jet and sophisticated
electronic computer communication. Distant lands and people are
only hours away; a telephone message, only a few seconds.
Millions live in super cities. We travel crowded highways and go
through crowded airports. But still we can be lonely in a crowd.

Loneliness has many definitions and expressions. Might we
try to get a handle on its definition and evaluate reactions to
it.

I.DEFINITIONS

Mr. Webster defines loneliness as being "destitute...of










