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I'd like you to picture this scene in your mind. Maybe
it's familiar, maybe it's not. You are walking down the sidewalk
on a fairly quiet street. You are late for school or work or
a meeting with someone so you are walking quite quickly. Suddenly,
about a block ahead of you there appears a stranger walking on
the same sidewalk in your direction. What would you do? There
are only 3 logical choices: You could cross to the other side
of the street to avoid the confrontation and possible delay; perhaps,
you might just brush by each other without a word and continue on
your separate ways. The other possibility is that you might give
the stranger a smile and a hearty "Good Morning!"

This scene can be pictured all to easily in my mind, for
many a time I find myself in a rush to get to school before I'm
late for my first hour class. Most of the time I find myself using
the second option when walking towards a stranger. I'm in such a
hurry and so wrapped up in my own thoughts about the day to come
that I fail to acknowledge that anyone has passed by. Sometimes,
however, when I do venture a smile or a hello, I'm usually rewarded
by a surprised response from the other. . This one little act of
friendship can work wonders. When you are the one to initiate the
greeting, you feel a warmness inside because you could pass along
a little of your happiness to someone else and brighten- up their
morning. When on the receiving end of this type of greeting, you
feel glad that someone cares enough to say "hi" . So glad, in
fact, that you want to smile and say "hi" to the next person you
meet in hopes of giving him the same happiness you now feel.

In the song we just sang, one of the verses reads:
The love of God is everywhere around us,
It shines on us where ever we may be.
So share his love and pass along some kindness,
Let it show so everyone can see.

The cihorus then goes:
Pass it on, to someone close beside you,
Pass it on, be sure to let it show.
In everything you say, in everything you do,
Just pass it on and watch it grow.

The first step in passing along God's love is to look
around you. Don't be so wrapped up in your own thoughts that you
fail to see others in need. Don't be afraid that they might
reject you-look for people that you don't normally talk to,
people that are alone, people that are down in the dumps. Take
the initiative and go up and talk to them. Show that you care.
Pass along some kindness and some love and see it grow. It's
sort of like that commercial they had on TV a couple of years ago
for Wella Balsem shampoo. I don't know how many of you remember
it but it goes something like this: There is a woman standing
there with gorgeous hair streaming down her shoulders. She says
something to the effect of: Wella Balsem shampoo made my hair
look so shiny and beautiful that I told two of my friends about
it, and they told two friends, and so on and so on and so on. And
so it is with God's love-pass it on through your actions arid
words and watch it multiply and grow.




