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TEXT: Genesis 1:27 "So God created man in his own image, in the
image of God he created him; male, and female he
created them."

One of the greatest issues facing us today is how to be a
truly human being. Almost everywhere we turn, we find ourselves
confronted by powerful forces that threaten our humanity, that
depersonalize and depreciate our human nature. An Australian
minister, for instance, tells of a young man who wanted to attend
Sydney University. He had passed the entrance exam, but,
apparently, that wasn't enough. Because there were many
applicants and only a limited number of places, the university
had developed a kind of lottery system for selecting those who
would be allowed to enroll.

Day after day, the young man waited for the letter that
would tell him whether or not he could continue his education.
Finally the notice came telling him that there was no place for
him. As you can imagine, he was terribly disappointed, but the
thing that hurt him most was the sentence that read, "Your place
at Sydney University has been determined by a computer." And,
with considerable bitterness, he said to his minister, "To think
my life and my career are determined by a blessed machine!"

I suspect that those of you who have ever tried to correct a
billing error in a computerized account, have shared something of
that young man's frustration. But computers aren't really the
problem. We have pushed back the boundaries of space to such
incredible limits that it's very easy to wonder how our little
world can matter in such a vast universe. Even here on earth,
there are so many people that it's hard not to feel expendible.
Our institutions have grown so large and their red tape so
extensive that hardly a day goes by that some of us don't wonder
whether anyone even knows who we are, much less cares. And it
certainly doesn't help any when you go out to get the mail and
you find that half of it's addressed to present occupant.

So it's not surprising that people are rebelling. We don't
want to be just numbers or cogs in a giant machine. Somewhere
deep down we are convinced that we are human and we want to be
treated that way. You may recall the lapel button that was
popular a few years back. It said, "I am a Human Being. Do not
staple, fold, or mutilate.," And I know a man who returns all
mail that is addressed to occupant. He writes across the
envelope "Moved away. Left no forwarding address."

Unfortunately, many people protest in counter-productive
ways. Many a teen-ager, for instance, has tried to show how
grown up he was by trying to see how much he could drink. And,
in doing so, all he did was to prove how childish he was. And do
you remember the so-called free speech movement that was popular








