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If you were like me, you probably spent a couple of evenings
during Holy Week watching the mini-series "A.D." I'm not one who
usually wants to commit the amount of time it takes to watch a
mini-series but I did; in fact this is the first one I've ever
watched from beginning to end, and I'm glad I did.

While I found parts of the mini-series to be a too literal
interpretation of the New Testament and conservative for my
theologically liberal blood, I found "A.D." to be a helpful
representation of the first century Roman world and in a number
of respects, of the life of the earliest Christians.

Upon reflecting on the mini-series nA.D.n, I am awed by the
results these early Christians achieved. After all, they were
not, by and large, educated men and women of means. Nor were
they spreading Jesus' message in a friendly land. Rather, they
generally were a poor lot, uneducated, not respected by other
Jews and generally thought to be the outcasts of their own
society.

They didn't have much money. The little they did have was
often pooled to buy food for the less fortunate ones in their
group. Their message often fell on hostile and deaf ears.
Eventually, many of their number were persecuted and put to
death.

Who were these early Christians? And what was it about
their message that caused it to blossom so quickly?

In Mark's Gospel, the disciples are protrayed, shall we say,
as less than bright. I think that's the kindest way I know how
to put that. They never seemed to understand who Jesus was, or
the message he was trying to proclaim, or what his ministry was
all about.

Yet, it was these early disciples and many women who
followed Jesus, who were in a very real sense the founders of the
early Christian church. Of all that the New Testament tells us
happened in and after the resurrection of Jesus, the one most
certain fact is that Jesus' followers experienced new life. New
energies, connected with the resurrection, played on them so that
they were transformed from a disappointed, disspirited, uncertain
scattering of people, into an assured, enthused, confident
community.

One of the names given to the early Christian community was
"diasporia". It is a Greek word meaning dispersion or
scattering. Originally, the term diasporia was applied to the
Jews who, just prior to the time of Jesus, had been scattered
throughout the countries around the Mediterranean Sea. These
Jews no longer lived in Palestine, where they formed the








