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Luke 24:13-35

A TRIUMPHANT FAITH

April 7, 1985

Philip A. Muth

TEXT: "And they arose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem;
and they found the eleven gathered together and those who
were with them, who said, 'The Lord has risen indeed.'n

If I were to ask you what day this is, no doubt most of you
would answer, "Easter." And so it is. But did you know that,
technically at least, Easter is only a nickname, and a pagan one
at that. According to the strict terminology of the church, today
is officially "The Festival of the Resurrection."

Now, I don't mean to quarrel over terminology. I realize
that most of us are so used to the word, "Easter", that we
couldn't even imagine calling it anything else. And there's
nothing wrong with that. Certainly it's much more convenient to
wish each other a "Happy Easter", than a "Happy Fesitval of the
Resurrection." And I don't even want to think about a Festival of

the Resurrection Rabbit or little children on the White House

lawn looking for Festival of the Resurrection eggs. But I raise
this point today so we don't forget that the Resurrection is what
Easter is all about. Let's not get so interested in the Easter
eggs, and the candy, and the new clothes, and the coming of
spring that we forget the real meaning of the day. And to help us
in that respect, I'd like to spend this sermon time together
talking about the Resurrection and what it means.

For one thing, the Resurrection means something that
happened a long time ago. Surely most of us remember the story.
How Jesus was rejected by his own people, arrested, condemned,
and put to death upon the cross. To make sure that he was really
dead, a soldier thrust a spear into his side, piercing the heart.
Sadly, his friends took his broken body down from the cross, and
hurriedly laid it in a nearby tomb. Because the Jewish Sabbath
was fast approaching, they didn't even have time to prepare him
for permanent burial. They simply wrapped him in a linen shroud
and placed him in the tomb, expecting to come back after the
Sabbath to complete their dreary task. But when they did come
back, nothing was the way they had left it. The tomb was empty.
And they heard a voice saying, "He is not here! He is risen as
he told you!"

Not only that, but they saw him. As this morning's scripture
reading tells us, some of them saw him on the road to Emmaus. And
when they hurried back to Jerusalem, they discovered that others
had seen Jesus there. For forty days they saw him in various
places and under various circumstances. And even after that, they
were convinced that he was with them, giving them strength, and
joy, and peace. There is no way that anyone today can either
prove or disprove that story. If you believe it, no explanations








