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Believe it or not summer and warm weather are just around the
corner. Mother Nature is actually playing a little practical joke on
us with the white stuff in April. We are looking for sunshine, but we
have snowflakes. The joke is on us. We would rather like the warmth
of Summer.

Summers were a special time when I was a child. That was the
occasion for camp. Whether it was the 4-H camp or the FFA (Future
Farmers of America) camp, I went off to camp for 5 days all alone
without mom or dad. That made camp nice.

But the high point was that last night together. Everyone
prepared for that night with such things as large cans of shaving
cream. There is nothing like having your nose tickled at 3 a.m. and
you unconsciously scratch it with a handful of shaving cream. The
best part was laughing at ourselves and each other as we reminisced
about the stunts we had pulled while on the bus ride home. This
brought new laughter and joy.

In this passage from Acts, we too, discover a most jovial scene.
The early church is celebrating with "love feasts" or their fellowship
meal. This little band of Christians was experiencing resurrection.

On Good Friday we observed the cross here in the church draped
with a black cloth - giving us feelings of gloom and sadness. But the
cross is empty now. Resurrection has come. Today is a day of joy.

With feelings of joy in us, I would like to reflect on this
passage in relation to Easter. For today is resurrection day.

I EXPERIENCE OF RESURRECTION

One thing you might notice about the death and resurrection of
our Lord is there was no funeral or memorial service. We have no copy
of a memorial sermon in scripture. Wasn't needed.

Neither was there a funeral mood at this time among the early
Christians. Jesus had done what he promised. He sent the
"Comforter". Now their fellowship together was characterized by joy,
celebration, praise and laughter. As Acts 2 indicates, the atmosphere
was more of a wedding celebration.

Even the Lord's Supper was celebrated in a banquet atmosphere
according to Frank Stagg, a professor of New Testament at Southern
Seminary.(1) This might call into question our long reflective faces
when we perform the Holy meal "In remembrance of Him". They
remembered the broken body and spilled blood, but the message now was
the truth of "God's self-sacrificing love".

In the early Greek Orthodox tradition, there developed a very
appropriate custom around Easter. It seems that on the day after








