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"My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"

No human death has influenced and shaped the world of late
antiquity, and indeed the history of humanity as a whole down to
the present day, more than the Galilean craftsman and itinerant
preacher who was crucified before the gates of Jerusalem in about
A.D. 30 as a rebel and messianic pretender. Thousands have been
executed by crucifixion there by the Roman prefectors and later
procurators, in the 65 or so years between the days of Jesus and
the Jewish war, but no one's suffering and death has had such a
profound effect on the course of human history as his.

The question of why the innocent suffer has always been a
difficult question for people who believe in a loving and just
God. For months now, we have been confronted in the newspapers,
on television, and in news magazines with exceedingly difficult
pictures and stories of the famine in Africa. They begin to tell
of the immense, unending starvation and death in Ethiopia and
Sudan and throughout an increasingly wider area of Africa.
Probably as many as twenty-five other countries are currently
suffering from food shortages. According to the World Bank, over
200,000 people have already died in Ethiopia, another six million
could face a similar fate soon, and, all told, one third of
Africa's population, or 150 million people, are potential
starvation victims.

Closer to home, the death of two Milwaukee police officers
have made it difficult for some to believe in a God that could
allow such things to happen.

These events and others confront us with one of the most
difficult questions of life and faith: If God is so good, why do
countless innocent people suffer and die?

A ministerial colleague and good friend of mine shared with
me one of his confirmation student's Statement of Faith that

included this comment:

"When I think of God, I wonder why God doesn't
prevent wars or...the^starvation of young children all
over the world. Everybody is aware of the people
starving and dying in Ethiopia and...also the racism in
South Africa. It seems like God knows about this but

is not getting involved."

This student is not the first to wonder about these things.
It is a human question for all time. Abraham, the great
patriarch and founder of the Hebrew nation asked. Job asked it
when he said, "Although there is no violence in my hands, and my
prayer is pure, how long will you torment me?" Jesus asked it
from the cross, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"

That this is an important question today, can be illustrated








