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One of my favorite summer pasttimes is to go canoeing in the
Boundary Waters Canoe Area in Northern Minnesota. This is a
wilderness land along the Canadian border made up of hundreds of
tiny lakes connected by snake-like portages cut through the
forrest by French Canadian fur trappers in the 1700's and before
them, Native Americans, who considered this area and its waters
holy.

I have found a certain serenity in this wilderness setting.
Away from the hustle and bustle of city life where there are
schedules to keep, errands to run, and people to see, life takes
on a new and refreshing rhythm. In the wilderness, there is
never the sense of having to move, never the feeling of boredom
if nothing dramatic happens. Time moves slowly, as I think it
should, for it is a part of beauty that cannot be hurried if it
is to be understood. Without this easy flowing, life can become
empty and hectic.

Often our lives seem goverened by speed, tension and hurry.
We move so fast and are caught so completely in a web of
confusion there is seldom time to think. Our cities are
veritable beehives dominated by the sounds of traffic and
industry.

Jesus, too, knew what a hectic life was all about. He was
busy teaching his disciples, preaching to the crowds, healing the
sick, exorcising demons, responding to questions from foes and
friends, and moving from one place to another.

To some, Jesus' life was that of a fanatic driven by
compulsion to get his message across at any cost. The truth, I
believe, is different. The more we look at the accounts of
Jesus' life, the more we see that Jesus was not a zealot trying
to accomplish many different things in order to reach a
self-imposed goal. On the contrary, everything we know about
Jesus indicates that he was concerned with only one thing: to do
the Will of God. Nothing in the Gospels is as impressive as
Jesus' single-minded obedience to God. From his first recorded
words in the Temple, "Did you not know that I must be busy with
my Father's affairs?", to his last word on the cross, "Father,
into your hands I commend my spirit," Jesus' only concern was to
do God's Will.

Jesus often used the analogy of the loving relationship
between a parent and child to describe his relationship with God.
He says, "The son can do nothing by himself; he can only do what
he sees the father doing. The works Jesus did are the works God
sent him to do. Jesus leaves no doubt about this, "If I am not
doing my Father's work there is no need to believe me," or as
John's Gospel records, "My word is not my own, it is the word of
the one who sent me."

The specialness of Jesus, whatever that is for you and
me










