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TEXT: Luke 19:41-42 "And when he drew near and saw the city,
he wept over it, saying, 'Would that even today you knew
the things that make for peace! But now they are hid
from your eyes'".

What a world of difference there can be between appearance
and reality! That's at least part of what Palm Sunday is about.
If there had been newspapers in those days, and if a reporter had
been present on the road to Jerusalem, no doubt he would have
written in glowing terms of Christ's "triumphant" entry. And why
not? From all appearances, the great city had certainly taken
him to its bosom, accepting him as the long-awaited Messiah.

As his little entourage made its slow way up the steep path
to the city gate, he was given a tumultuous reception. Some of
those present cut branches from palm trees and strewed them in
his path, just as their ancestors had done when Simon Maccabaeas
marched into Jerusalem to free it from the Syrians. They even
sang, a portion of the psalm that had been written on that
occasion, "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord."
Others spread their garments in his way, perhaps so they could
say to their friends and neighbors, "Look, he rode over this very
cloak when he entered the city in triumph." Judging from
apprearances, Christ's success seemed well assured. And our
mythical reporter could hardly have been faulted for describing
it that way.

But Jesus knew better. Luke tells us that, even after all
the cheering and the hoopla, Jesus wept over the city, saying,
"Would that even today you knew the things that make for peace!
But now they are hidden from your eyes." If that seems strange
to you, it's probably because we, too, are often misled by
appearances. And we, too, often speak of his "triumphal" entry.
But Jesus was a realist. He wasn't deceived at all. He knew

exactly what was happening.

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem he was taking a carefully
calculated risk. He knew that what he stood for wasn't popular.
Already there was a price on his head. The Jewish leaders hated
and feared him. They would do everything in their power to
destroy him. And even the cheering crowds applauded only because
they thought he was something that he wasn't. What they wanted,
what they insisted upon, was another Simon Maccabaeus, a
conquering hero to overthrow the Romans and restore Israel's
freedom. And Jesus knew that as soon as they discovered that he
was not that kind of Messiah, they would turn on him, too. He
had no illusions about that. But he came anyway.

What Jesus did, he did deliberately. He had made
arrangements well ahead of time for the donkey on which he rode.
When he sent those two disciples on ahead, he told them where
they would find the animal and how to answer if anyone challenged








