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TEXT: Matthew 21:31 "Which of the two did the will o-f his

•father?"

Ever preacher knows that sooner or later one of his
sermons is going to flop. It may not be his fault, but, the
time inevitably comes when he fails to get his point across.
Today's scripture shows us such a time in the life of Jesus.

It was the day after Palm Sunday, and the temple was
filled with Jews from all over the world, who had come to
celebrate the Passover. Jesus knew the dangers involved, but
he went there to preach the Good News. Having done all that
he could in the outlying districts, now he was bringing his
message to the very heart of Israel. And he said,

"A man had two sons, and he went to the first .
and said, 'Son, go out and work in the vineyard
today.* And he answered, 'I will not!' But after a
while he changed his mind and went. The father also
went to the second son and said the same thing. . .
He said, 'Sir, I go.' But he did not go. Now, which
of the two do you think did the will of his
father?"

The answer was obvious. Even the priests and the elders
could see that. They answered, "The first one. The one who
did what his father told him." The answer was obvious, but
the lesson was not. Jesus was trying to show that the ones
who honor God are not those who put on their good clothes,
and go to the temple, and say all the right things. The
people who honor God are those who really serve Him.

Well, apparently no one got the point because a couple
of days later Jesus thought he had to try again. He said:

"When the Son of man comes in his glory, and
all the angels with him, then he will sit on his
glorious throne. Before him will be gathered all
the nations, and he will separate them one from
another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats, and he will place the sheep at his right
hand, but the goats at his left. Then the King will
say to those at his right hand, 'Come, 0 blessed of
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world.; for I was hungry
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was
naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you








