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Very few people handle criticism well. Oh, we may hide
behind a mask of smiles and say we don't mind, but we are
uncomfortable when the rifle of criticism is pointed at us.
Whether we express it or not, we sense the tension to justify and
defend ourselves. Paul Tournier, the author of the book "Guilt
and Grace," said we defend ourselves against criticism with the
same energy that we defend ourselves against hunger, cold, and
wild beasts. (I)

But like it or not, life gives all of us criticism. You
probably remember those helpful evaluations which came from
parents and significant others. I remember a few that I would
like to share with you:

(My Father): "Mark, if you don't hold your shoulders
back, I'm going to put a back brace on you."

(English Teacher): "Mark, if you don't learn how to
make your incursive "D's" properly, you will have to
stay in at recess." (This will put the fear of God in
any 10 year old.)

(Preaching Professor): "Mark, your sermon is like a
term paper. How do you expect anyone to stay awake
during it? Illustrate your sermons; illustrate!"

(Recently): "Mark, how do you expect us to hear you if
you don't speak louder and clearer. You are like the
'whispering prophet'."

And on and on I could go and you go in your own minds as you
think of the helpful evaluations you have received. And that's
what I call these criticisms, for the term "criticism" is too
harsh. These were persons who had and have my best interests at
heart. This is the friendly critic. Yet, there is the
not-so-friendly critic; the miffed critic.

This critic might engage in either the "sniper" or the
"propaganda" approach. In the sniper approach, this one waits
for you to come out in the open where they open fire with
criticism. This is usually done in public where defense is least
likely. This can happen with husbands and wives. My wife Diana
and I have made sniper criticism into a creative art.
Propaganda is, of course, mud-slinging or anonymous criticism
under the table. In years past, the barber shop, general store
and beauty parlor made an ideal environment for such warfare.

Basically, this was the type of criticism Jesus was dealing
with in this passage. Since Jesus is our model for living, it








