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TEXT: Mark 1:35 "And in the morning, a great while before
day, he rose and went out to a lonely place, and there
he prayed.'"

This morning's sermon is about wholeness. The kind of
wholeness desperately needed by this broken and divided world.
The kind of wholeness only God can give.

No doubt most of you remember the old Mother Goose rhyme,
"Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall. Humpty Dumpty had a great fall.
All the king's horses, and all the king's men couldn't put Humpty
together again." There are scholars who think that the Mother
Goose stories are not just innocent nursey rhymes, but instead
were disguised political satires. They tell us, for instance,
that Little Tommy Tucker, who sang for his supper, was really
Cardinal Wolsy, and that Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary was, in real
life, Mary, Queen of Scots. And they say that the real Humpty
Dumpty was Richard III, who was killed in the battle of Bosworth
Field, and most certainly could not be put together again. I do
not know whether that interpretation is right or not, but I
suspect that, for many people today, Humpty Dumpty might well
represent not so much some ancient English king as the world in
which we live.

All around us we see brokeness and divisions. East against
West, Labor versus Management, Rich against Poor, the Young
against the Old, Male versus Female, just to name a few. And
legislators of both parties, and at every level, will tell you
that there are lobbies representing labor, industry, farmers,
doctors, teachers, cities, churches, women, minorities, welfare
recipients, the elderly, government employees, and who knows who
else, each seeking its own advantage, often at the expense of the
others. Is it any wonder that many of us long for the kind of
world of which Paul spoke in which there was neither Jew nor
Greek, slave nor free, male nor female?

And if we turn from the world around us to the world within,
we find much the same problem. Physically, emotionally, and
spiritually, most of us, whether we know it or not, are
struggling with all kinds of conflicting desires, feelings, and
loyalties. We-see that most clearly in the mental health arena,
where trained professionals are hard at work trying to help their
clients discover and resolve those conflicts. But that's only the
surface. Psychosomatic medicine is now discovering more and more
ways in which physical problems stem from emotional causes. Some
doctors will tell you that as many as seventy, eighty, or even
ninety percent of their patients are suffering from psychogenic
disorders. Both externally and internally we are living in a
world that is not only broken, but which seems to be getting more
so.










