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TEXT: Mark 1:14-15 "Now after John was arrested, Jesus came
into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, and saying,
'The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand; repent, and believe in the gospel.'"

I am always surprised, and somewhat disappointed, when I
hear people say that they have tried to read the Bible, but did
not get anything out of it. I am surprised because my own
experience has always been so very different. And I am
disappointed, not in them but for them, because they are missing
such a wonderful source of wisdom, comfort, and challenge

I suspect that part of the problem may arise from their own
expectations. Having heard that the Bible was boring, or perhaps
having been exposed to it before they were old enough to deal
with it effectively, perhaps they come to it not expecting to
find much and find exactly what they expected. And, in some cases
at least, part of the problem may be because they started at the
beginning and tried to read it from cover to cover as they would
with an ordinary book. But the Bible is not an ordinary book. It
is really a library and ought to be treated as such. But much of
the problem stems from the fact that the Bible does not deal with
its material the way most books do. Instead of dealing with a
topic thoroughly and at great length, it just plants an idea here
and a possibility there, leaving the development of those ideas
up to us. And it often does it with so little fanfare that
today's casual reader may not even notice it.

Take this morning's scripture reading, for example. Here we
have a relatively short passage that contains not just one but
several key ideas, all of which are well worth developing. For
instance, there is Jesus' challenge to Simon and Andrew, "Follow
me and I will make you become fishers of men." Now, any preacher
worthy of the name ought to be able to find at least three
sermons in that one sentence alone: the first on "Following
Christ", a second on "Fishers of Men", and a third, less obvious
than the other two, on "Becoming." And then there is Christ's
announcement, "The kingdom of God is at hand; repent, and believe
in the gospel." Here again, there are at least three sermons that
immediately come to mind: one on "The Kingdom of God", another on
"Repentance", and still another on "Believing the Gospel." But
put your minds to rest. I have no intenion of preaching all of
them this morning. As a matter of fact, I'm not going to preach
any of them.








