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TEXT: John 1:41 "He first found his brother Simon, and said
to him, 'We have found the Messiah' (which means
Christ)."

My sermon this morning is entitled "Responsible
Religion", which, of course, implies that religion can also
be irresponsible. And, unfortunatly, we do not have to look
very hard to see that it can. One of today's top news
stories is Ariel Sharon's libel suit against Time magazine,
which is based on Time's reporting of the brutal 19S2
massacre of Palestinian refugees by so-called "Christian"
Phalangist militiamen. What could be more irresponsible, or
less Christian, than armed soldiers slaughtering hundreds of
innocent and helpless men, women, and children?

But that is an extreme case. Certainly none of us has
ever involved in anything like that, nor are we likly to be.
If responsible religion only meant avoiding such viscious
behavior, or the equally senseless violence between
Protestants and Catholics in Northern Ireland, there would be
little reason for talking about it here. It would not only
be unnecessary; it might even tempt us to be smug and self-
satisfied, like the Pharisee in Jesus's parable, who stood in
the temple and prayed, "Lord I thank Thee that I am not as
other men ars." But responsible religion means a great deal
more than that.

To help us think about what is involved in a responsible
approach to Christianity, let us focus for a few minutes on
the disciple, Andrew, as his story is told in the Gospel of
John. Admittedly, we know very little about Andrew, but in
these seven verses we discover most of what we really need to
know. Here they are.

"The next day again John was standing with two of his
disciples; and he looked at Jesus as he walked, and said,
'Behold, the Lamb of God!' The two disciples heard him say
this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned, and saw them
following, and said to them, 'What do you seek?' And they
said to him, 'Rabbi' (which means Teacher), 'where are you








