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Life is a "bundle of possiblities." Add together the factors we have
no control over and that which we do, this equals to a bundle of
possibi1ities.

A football game symbolizes this truth. Before a scheduled game, both
teams plan their strategy. Each team trains hard. They may even study
each other, discover weaknesses and design plays that take advantage of
those fragile links. Both build their confidence that they are going to
win. But a fly falls into the soup of the hot dreams of success.

A few hours before the game, a five-inch downpour occurs. As you
football fans are aware, rain before a football game can really change the
overall picture, particularly if they are playing on grass. The game
turns into a game much like the recent "Packers" game. The players
resemble mischevious boys playing in the mud without their mothers'
consent. Holding on to the ball is like holding on to a greased pig. That
little piece of pig-skin, like the players, just keeps slip-sliding around.
And the game looks more like a three ring circus than a football game, for
most anything can and does happen.

Life is like that. Life was like that for a middle aged couple living
in Judea about 2,000 years ago. The couple, as our passage indicates, is
Zechariah and Elizabeth. Might we, this morning, check out this couples'
life situation, possibilities and the implication for us.

I- ™E FAMILY SITUATION

This couple could have been any hopeful couple living in Wauwatosa or
elsewhere. Their situation translates quite easily into the 20th century.
Might we this morning imagine this couple experiencing life where we are,

Zechariah and Elizabeth are good people. Scripture says that "they
were both righteous in the sight of God, walking blamelessly in all the
commandments and requirements of the Lord." As Clarence Jordan, a renowned
Greek scholar and creative minister explains, they were "strict church
members", dedicated to their church and to the community. (1)

The Bible paints further the picture of Zechariah by saying that he
was "serving as a priest before God". In our day, Zechariah would have
been a lay minister and Elizabeth would have been heavily involved in the
"Woman's League." Zechariah was always being asked to fill the pulpit in
the local churches when the minister was sick or out of town. Elizabeth
was a volunteer for everything. You could run into her at St. Joseph's
Hospital, the County Hospital, the Lutheran Hospital, the Ronald McDonald
House and any of the other places of volunteer service.

Since Zechariah had taken several courses at the seminary nearby, he
was constantly asked to teach Sunday School, teach a book of the Bible or
lead a discussion group. Both of them, over the years, had served on
various boards at the church. Even when they were taking a little time off
for some relaxation and recreation and some time together, they were








