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TEXT: Mark 13:33 "Take heed, watch; -for you do not know when
the time will come."

One o-f the hardest questions that Christians have to
-face is, "Why is life so often filled with pain and
hardship?" No doubt, most people —Christian and non-
Christian alike— ask that question at times- But it poses a
particularly difficult delemma for the Christian because we
are committed to a belief in a good and loving God. And, if
such a God really exists —if such a God created the world
and is Sovereign over the world— then it is only natural to
ask, "How could a God like that create, or even permit, the
kind of world we see all around us? A world in which little
children starve, and terrorists plant bombs, and all of us
live under the shadow of nuclear annihilation? And why is it
that good, kind, generous people, and not just the wicked,
are so often the ones who suffer?

Questions like those are hard enough to handle even when
life is pleasant and easy and we are able to deal with them
on a purely intellectual level. But when hardships strike,
and we find ourselves— or those we love— desperately
struggling with pain and frustration, then it is no longer
just a matter of intellectual curiosity. It almost becomes a
question of survival. What does faith have to say at times
like that?

My answer to that question is perhaps best symbolized by
a little button that I once used to wear. It read "Please
BPWMGINFWMY. Now, obviously, the purpose of that button was
to get others to ask, "What in the world does that mean?"
And the answer is, "It means Please be patient with me; God
is not finished with me yet!" Having grown a bit more
conservative over the years, I no longer wear the button, but
I still very definitely subscribe to that theology. Whether
the world's problems and evils are because a sinful humanity
has perverted God's good creation, as the authors of the book
of Genesis supposed, or because we are still in the midst of
that creation, as Process Theology affirms, the fact remains
that "God is not finished with us yet."








